
March 14, 2017 

Dear Chairman Tanner and Transportation Committee Members, 

Thank you for your willingness to listen and understand general public comments regarding SB183. I will 
try to summarize below what I believe to be the major concerns: 

Section 2 allows SRTA to extend credit to private individuals and organizations involved in a project. 
This is a complete departure from standard GDOT procedures. Those who could receive credit may 
even be financially unqualified contractors based on normal GDOT certification procedures. 
Furthermore, credit can be extended to “any other entity” which would include a governor’s friends or 
family members who simply open a DBA account related to transportation. For these reasons ,extension 
of credit should be struck from the bill. 

Section 4 eliminates the competitive bid requirement without adequate justification. No completed 
projects have been cited to prove that “value engineering” is as cost effective as competitive bidding. 
GDOT projects are funded by the legislature while SRTA imposes direct toll taxation upon Georgia 
citizens. Those citizens who have to pay the tolls directly should have the final word on the processes 
that they will directly fund. The standard competitive bid process should continue to be required to help 
ensure that they will be taxed as leniently as possible. Therefore, the language removing the 
competitive bid requirement should be struck from the bill.  

Section 3 legalizes permanent toll roads in Georgia. There are no provisions to prevent misdirection of 
funds once construction costs have been recovered. Toll revenue can be directed to non-road projects 
hundreds of miles from where the toll is collected. While most of the general public supports funding of 
new construction with optional express lane tolls, they do not want to legalize permanent tolls.  Toll 
roads do not “mitigate congestion” as claimed. They cause congestion instead. Citizens choose to use 
non-tolled roads and road section to avoid extra taxation as we saw on I-75 and I-85. We learned that 
Georgians do not want permanent toll roads during the public uproar over the inappropriate GA400 toll 
extension. Therefore, the legalization of permanent toll roads should be struck from the bill. 

Section 3 allows mandatory tolls to be imposed on Georgia roads in the same manner as implemented 
in states like New Jersey and Florida. It also allows tolls to be placed on existing road capacity. Once 
again, while most of the general public supports funding of new construction with optional express lane 
tolls, it is wholly inappropriate to impose tolls on existing roads for which they have already paid to be 
tolled. Likewise, Georgians should continue to be free to travel on any road without paying a 
mandatory toll like what was on GA400. Georgians can be proud that our tax revenue has been 
managed efficiently to allow free travel. Mandatory tolls and tolls on existing road capacity should be 
expressly prohibited by the bill. 

I hope that the committee will be able to correct some of these during the week. Please let us see a 
copy of the amended bill before the committee hearing on Thursday. 

Thank You, 
Garland Favorito 

Founder, VoterGa, Free Ga400 Project 
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