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Deal Reverses Positions, Backs Permanent Tolls, P3 Projects 

 
ATLANTA GA – SB183, a controversial new bill sponsored by Sen. Brandon 

Beach and three of Gov. Nathan Deal’s administration floor leaders, is likely to 

change the face of Georgia’s highway system forever but that may not be good 

news. Opponents at a House Transportation Committee hearing last week contend 

that the changes will benefit well-connected private parties while Georgia citizens 

will incur permanent new road toll taxes that never sunset. 

 

The SB183 bill text legalizes permanent toll roads, eliminates the competitive bid 

requirement for toll roads, and authorizes State Road and Tollway Authority 

(SRTA) to extend credit to private individuals and organizations involved in 

various aspects of road construction. The credit would be extended from taxpayer 

funds to “any other entity” without legislative approval. The changes allow SRTA 

to extend tolls permanently without legislative approval even if construction costs 

are recovered. SRTA would also be able to rout the funds to non-road projects that 

could be hundreds of miles away from where the extra toll funds are collected. 

 

The plain bill language contains major reversals in Gov. Deal’s previous 2012 

opposition to both permanent mandatory tolls and public-private road partnerships 

(P3) that he spoke against in his 2012 State of the State Address. In that address 

when he referred to the Northwest Corridor, Deal said: “I was, am and will be 

opposed to contracting away Georgia’s sovereignty for a period of 60 or 70 years 

over a transportation corridor that is so vital to our future.”  

 

Committee members expressed concern that loosely worded bill language would 

extend credit to a private individual or company for “acquisition” of construction 

assets, an entire transportation project, or land for right-of-way. Bill proponents 

contend that extension of credit is needed for private partners to access tax free 

bonds and that “value engineering” can be more cost effective than competitive 

bidding. No example was cited in the hearing of a completed project where value 

engineering was more cost effective than competitive bidding. 

 

The committee will likely amend SB183 before hearing it again on Thursday, 

March 16 at 2pm in Room 506 of the Coverdell Legislative Office Building. 

(CLOB)  Opponents hope that the committee focuses on provisions they claim can 

create a P3 “cash cow” at taxpayer expense and content that legalizes permanent 

tolls without prohibiting mandatory road tolls or tolls on existing road capacity.  
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